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Partially fueled by the easy availability of information via the world wide web, public interest in health-
care and medical topics has increased enormously. Information technology advances have contributed to
major cooperative developments in a number of life-science/medical databases and search engines. Not sur-
prisingly, conflict of interest in medical clinical research has gained the attention of the public and the mass
media. I present an analysis of several challenges that face all of us as we design new systems and evolve
new behavioral patterns to effectively and advantageously manage these web-based information sources and
apply them to individual health care and medical problems. In particular, registered clinical research should

be transparent and it should be monitored from the outside by external, independent entities.



