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Abstract: Japan marked the 50th anniversary of a system of public health insurance for the whole nation
on April 1, 2011. Estimates of national medical care expenditure including dental treatment increased to 36.0
trillion yen in 2009. However, estimates of national dental care expenditure have not been changed almost
2.5 trillion yen from 1996.

The Central Social Insurance Medical Council of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, Japan investi-
gates a survey of dental clinic management, and calculated mean values of the balance between income and
expenditure of dental clinics. From 1989, the mean balance between income and expenditure of dental clinics
Is continuously decreasing.

The range (maximum - minimum values) of dental care expenditure per citizen in the 47 prefectures, ie.,
the regional differences, was significantly increased. The prefecture with higher dental care expenditure per
citizen, which may have been explained by easier access to dental care facilities, showed better oral health in
children.

The Dental and Oral Health Promotion Law was enacted in August, 2011. This will facilitate improve-
ment of dental health system and contribute oral health of Japanese as well as stability of management of
dental clinics in Japan.
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