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The purpose of this paper is to summarize and compare information about the Objective Structured Clini-
cal Examination (OSCE) as it is used in the Common Achievement Test (Japan) and the National Dental
Examination (Canada). In Japanese dental schools, a major part of recent curriculum reform included the
introduction of the Common Achievement Test, which has contributed greatly to the development of clinical
skills such as basic dental treatment procedures and safety, medical communication, and attitude training for
patient-centered care. In the characteristics of the OSCE used in the Common Achievement Test, the 4®-
year or the 5"-year dental students take 6 stations of OSCE to ensure above-mentioned basic clinical skills
before they start undergraduate clinical training in students” clinic. In the characteristics of the OSCE used
in the Canadian National Dental Examination, there are 40 or more stations to enhance reliability of OSCE.
This OSCE values clinical knowledge to diagnose oral diseases and select an appropriate treatment. OSCE is
the feasible test method to examine acquisition of the fundamental clinical skills. In order to improve validity
and reliability of OSCE, harmonious examination contents are needed.
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