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A recommended legal framework to enhance research use
of the National Database of health insurance claims
— from the comparison of the Privacy Protection Act for
the Governmental Data and the Statistics Act —

Etsuji Okamoto
(National Institute of Public Health)
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The National Database (NDB) collecting health insurance claims data became available for research use.
However, legal restrictions deriving from the Privacy Protection Act for the Governmental Data discourage
the effective research use because, for example, providers codes are not allowed to use. Although patient’ s
identities are coded, identities of doctors and dentists (providers codes) are not. Hence, the NDB is classified
as a personally identifiable data file, for which any identified persons can claim “opt-out (stopping the use or
Patients also became identifiable after the NDB started to supply data for

statistical purposes. The research use of the NDB under the Privacy Protection Act for the Governmental

B

deletion of one’s personal data)”.

Data became, therefore, a legally unstable situation in the absence of confidentiality and penalty against the
disclosure of personal data. The author advocates a research use under the Statistics Act instead of the Pri-
vacy Protection Act for the Governmental Data.
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