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Recently, the number of dependent elderly and special need persons requiring long-term care in terminal
phase is increasing along with the population of Japan. Many studies have shown that their good oral envi-
ronment is closely related to general state of health, the dental staff should management oral condition of
them. Some of them are the end of life, dental staff have to study about life and death of human, thanatology
and death education (thanatology). This study surveyed the awareness of first grade dental students regard-
ing life and death.

The participants were 78 first grade dental students (46 males and 32 females). The date were collected by
obtaining responses to distributing questionnaires. The questionnaires items consisted of knowledge, con-
sciousness and attitudes regarding life, death, thanatology and death education.

In the concerning knowledge, a significantly high percent of participants were well informed of “death”
and “social” as compared to the other items. Some of items were lack of knowledge. Seventy four percent of
the participants had experienced the death in their family. The experience of familiar person’s death influ-
enced the consciousness and attitudes. The contentiousness and attitude regarding life and death in was sig-
nificantly higher than the group of no experience of death in their family.

We could conclude that there is a lack of proper knowledge, consciousness, and attitude regarding life and
death. In Japan, the death education is not necessary program in dental education, the dental curriculum in
university would have to contain content promoting an appropriate attitude toward thanatology in the future.
These results will contribute to the improvement of educational program for the dental education.
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