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Needs of dental care for dependent older people and patients
with systemic diseases based on data in 2014
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The purposes of the present study were to assess present state of home dental care and evaluate its needs
using data in 2014, and to examine change of the needs using the data in 2008, 2011 and 2014. In addition,
number of patients with systemic diseases including cancer, diabetes mellitus, heart disease, cerebrovascular
disease and pneumonia, visiting one dental clinic per day was simulated using data in 2014. The results
showed that both the ratio of dental clinics conducting home dental care (205%) and the frequency of home
dental care (average 305 times per month) in 2014 were increased from 2011 (20.3%, average 22.1 times per
month). Rate of fulfillment of home dental care on the assumption that all dependent older people received
home dental care once per month in 2014 was 7.4, which was increased from 58% in 2011 and 39% in 2008.
Simulated number of patients with systemic diseases visiting one dental clinic per day was 9.8 for inpatients
and 129 for outpatients. Because both dependent and independent older people are increasing in metropoli-
tan area as well as rural area, policy to facilitate home dental care in accordance with characteristics of the
region should be developed as soon as possible.
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