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This paper presents the results of a study that investigated the association between dental pain and wors-
ened socioeconomic conditions due to the COVID-19 pandemic and its mediating factors, particularly the
mediating effect of postponing dental visits during the state of emergency. Cross-sectional data from the
“JTapan COVID-19 and Society Internet Survey,” web-based survey conducted between August and Septem-
ber 2020, was analyzed (n = 25842; age range, 15-79 years). The result showed that income loss, job loss, and
unemployment due to coronary heart disease were each associated with tooth pain (odds ratios [95% confi-
dence intervals] of 142 [1.28-1.57], 158 [141-1.76], and 217 [1.64-2.88], respectively). The association between
income loss and dental pain was mediated by postponement of dental visits by 124%. The findings indicated
that the postponement of dental visits during the pandemic have increased dental pain.
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