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The purpose of this study was to determine the number of present teeth per dentist in Japan, in order to
assess the dental care needs of elderly people. Data from the National Survey of Dental Disease was used in
this study, along with national census results and the total number of dentists.

In the 5-84 age group, the total number of present teeth (PT) increased from 1804 billion in 1957 to 2.363
billion in 1981. In 2005, PT was 2.74 billion. In the 65-84 age group, PT was 80 million in 1981 and 323 million
in 2005, a rapid increase. PT in 2005 was 4 times higher than in 1981. The number of dentists increased from
37,000 in 1969 to 97,000 in 2005. In the 5-84 age group, PT per dentist (PT/D) decreased from 56,400 in 1969
to 28,200 in 2005. In the 564 age group, PT/D decreased from 55,000 in 1969 to 24900 in 2005. However, in
the 64-84 age group, PT/D increased from 1,380 in 1981 to 3,320 thousand in 2005.

These results reveal the changing dental care needs of the elderly in the past three decades. It is neces-
sary for dental professionals to provide dental care for elderly people in clinics, homes, and hospital
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