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Internet-based Information Services Supporting Health Crisis Management
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Ttsuro Yoshimi, Tomohiro Sone, Hiromitsu Ogata, and Kenji Hayashi
(National Institute of Public Health)
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We have been commissioned to develop internet-based archiving systems of health crisis management and
preparedness guidelines in the National Institute of Public Health in Japan. To develop the new web services,
scientific journals, text books, health policy acts, reports from ministry, and web contents were searched to
identify public health guidelines that address public health preparedness. Terminology on health-crisis (Prepa-
ration for a contingency, Biochemical terrorism, Disaster mental health , Child abuse, Communicable diseases,
Drug/ pharmaceutical products/food safety, water supply safety, Environmental pollution etc) were included
in the search strategy. Approximately 1200 guidelines and/or recommendations in policy acts/health legisla-
tions/reports including those from ministry were identified in the guideline working group in Public Rela-
tions Committee at National Institute of Public Health (NIPH). According to the criteria, 565 contents were
extracted as initial web information. The newly developed web-based archiving service in NIPH-Japan pro-
vides not only public health guidelines but also information linked from Web pages that offer health-crisis
management. In the future, information archives will also be developed to support health service officer in
charge in our web sites.
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