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Oral Health Knowledge of Pregnant or Nursing Mothers

Yuko Okai
(Department of Pediatric Dentistry, Osaka Dental University)
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The level of concern about dental treatments among pregnant or nursing women is very low in Japan.
This is brought about by many Japanese characteristics as follows.
1. Dentists’

edge and experience.

negative attitudes toward pregnant or nursing women because of their lack of obstetric knowl-

2. Lack of regular dental examinations of pregnant women.

3. Limited recognition of dentistry among pregnant or nursing women.

4. Lack of knowledge of dentistry among pregnant or nursing women.

5. Inadequate guidance and support system for pregnant or nursing women in Japan.
6. Insufficient cooperation between dentists and obstetricians in Japan.

7. Dentists’

8. Limited recognition of pedodontics (children’ s dentistry) among nursing women.

negative attitudes toward newborn babies and children.
It is necessary for pregnant or nursing women to improve their knowledge of dentistry. It is also required

that dentists should have positive attitudes toward pregnant or nursing women.
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