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When links to health/medical information websites are newly posted in clinical trials registry platform
search portals, it is necessary to appropriately select the websites to be posted. In order to evaluate trust-
worthiness of websites, this study investigated whether the websites in the links for the Clinical Trial Search
Portal operated by the National Institute of Public Health had been reviewed and accredited by HONcode
and the Japan Internet Medical Association (JIMA). We were able to confirm that 3 of 15 websites (20.0%)
were accredited by HONcode, whereas no websites were accredited by JIMA. In order to guarantee the
quality of information provided in websites introduced in the links for web portals as the sites related to clini-
cal trials on pharmaceuticals and medical devices, the selection of the web sites will need to be closely and
continuously examined from launch of the web portal using certification evaluation criteria, allowing close
examination of how the websites are created as a reference.
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